/e EMPIAE OTRIRES ARAY

couple of weeks ago CAB
Areceived an email containing

the following announcement:
The Minictry of Finance of the
Empire of Atlontium is pleased fo
advise that minting of the Empires
incugural 20th Anniversary com-
memorative non-circuloting coinage
has commenced, and is due for com-
pletion within the month.
Mintoge of the 10 Solidi coin will be
Hmited to only 500 pieces + 12 tricl
strikes, and it is the first ever cuch
issue to be produced by o global non-
territorial state. Advance online
arders are now being accepted atf:
fftp./www.atfamtivm. org/buyeoins. fitmf

The Phantom Empire

While opening my browser to
check the website I was reminded of
a Baturday afternoon gerial I watched
ag a child in the 19508—*The Phantom
Empire” (1935) starring Gene Autry.
(Autry was a very popular singing
cowboy star in the 1930s, 40z and
H0s.)

In the 12-episode serial Autry is
the owner of “Radio Ranch”. Mortgage
arrangements oblige him to make a
radio broadcast from the ranch at
precigely 2 pm. each day. One failure to
broadeast and the ranch is lost!

Some 20,000 ft. beneath “Radio
Ranch” ig the hidden “scientific city”
of Murania, ruled by its Queen, Tike.
The city iz ultra hi-tech, poszessing
television, robots, ray-guns and many
other marvels. Despite Murania's
progress, compared with the world
above, its inhabitants dress in cloth-
ing regembling a crogs hbetween that
of the ancient Persians and Romans
(robes, gandalg, barbed helmets etc.).

Throughout the poorly-produced
serial’s 12 episodes Gene Autry is
forever entering or being whisked off
into the underground city. Unfailingly,
though, he escapes in time to meet
his 2 p.m. broadcasting deadline.

Arriving at the webgite I found
that Murania and the Empire of
Atlantium really have nothing at all
in common.

The Empire of Aflantium’s 10 Salidi coin.
Ttz obverse bears the image of Emperor
Gearge IT (koo George Cruickshank)

The Empire of Atlantium

What iz the Empire of Atlantim?
I think it's best if I let Emperor
George tell you about it in his own
words:
Founded unilaterally on 27th Novem-
ber 1951 by three Sydney teenagers
as « local politicel statement, the
Empire of Atlantium hos subsequently
evolved over fwo decades info o
urdque global, primarily non-territorial
soverdlgn entity that todoy embraces
some 500 Cifizens residing in over sixty
countries. Atlantium is headguor-
tered on a smell territorial enclave
located close to the Sydney CBD
(Potts Point) and has Emperor
George IT as its Sovereign.

Whilst effectively unrecognised by
maore establiched noations, Aflantium
nonetheless mainteineg o growing

By John Mulhall

worldwide network of henorary diplo-
matic representafives, and is cofive
in the promotion of ¢ number of
progressive eauses, incdluding non-ter-
ritorial opt-in Citizenship responsible
world governance, the unrestricted
global free movement of peoples, the
right to medicolly-supervised suicide,
drug policy review ond deamal cal-
endar reform. It addifionally supports
varicus cultural and humonitorion
projfects on an ad hoc basis and hoas
recently instituted o dvie award known
as the Great Georgion Order’to afford
recognifion to individuals and groups
whose efforts are judged to hove con-
tributed in o positive manner to the sum
of human knowledge and experience.”

So there you have it.

About the Emperor

George Cruickshank was born in
Darlinghurst, Sydney on 7 December,
1966. He attended Sydney suburban
Catholic junior and secondary schools.
As an adolescent he studied music
under the tutelage of his grandfather,
mastering the guitar and rising to the
level of solo cornettizt in hig high-
gchool band

An avid reader of hiztory, political
theory, comparative mythology, seman-
tics, science and creative fiction from

An informal portrait of Emperaor George IT
of Aflanfium (George Crulckshank).



an early age, George felt compelled
by an urgent desire to give concrete
form to anew type of entity based on
the ideas of liberal pluralism, secular
humanism and sustainable global-
ization, which he viewed as providing
the only viable pathways to stability
in a world polarised by the Cold War.
A project to synthesize and reconfig-
ure many of the concepts he and his
two cousing had explored into a
coherent world view eventually crys-
talized into the idea of a global
sovereignty project—The Empire of
Atlantivm—of which he was
acclaimed Sovereign Head of State on
27 November 1981 at the age of 14.

He completed an Arts degree from
Charles Sturt University in 1987 and
worked as a designer for a number of
years before successfully engineering
a career transition to the field of sales
and marketing. He has been engaged
in various senior sales and market-
ing roles for such technology-bazed
companies ag Worldcom/UUNET and
AAPT Tele-communications in recent
years and iz a member of the
Australian Institute of Management.

In 1989 George began an assoca-
tion with public radio that continues
to the present day, as producer, pre-
senter and creative director of
Ultime Thule—Australia’s foremost
programme of ambient and atmos-
pheric musgic (broadcast weekly on
2MBS-FM).

George maintaing an ongoing
interest in the philately, numismat-
ics, vexillology (study of flags) and
history of new country projects and
secessionist states, on which he 1z a
recognised authority. He personally
owng and manages one of the world’s
most extensive collectiong of such
material (known ag the Imperial
Collection) it iz progressively being
made available as a free online
resource for collectors.

The Empire’s Coin

Release dates for the Empire’s
coin are a little confusing. George
gaid: “the stafed wvear of issue is
1050¢ (Z001), which coincides with
our 20th Anniversary - obvicusly the
entire point of the release - however
actual mintng was deloyed due to
fuctors bevond our control wuntil Moy
2002, The effective relewse dote is
expected to be in early July, when the
printing of the pockoging that
accomponies the coins hos been com-
pleted, although it is not vet poscible
to pin down ¢ specific date. In addifion

to the mintage information published
on our website an additional 3 pieces
are being produced in solid sterling
stlver, Only froo of these are avatlable
for purchase by the general public
and one has already been sold. Going
forward we intend implementing «
Hmited minting programme of 1 x
commemorative non-caroeuloiing 10
Solidi coin annuclly, each with o
total minfoge Hmited to around 500
preces.”
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Proposed design for the obverse of the
Empire’s next planned relecse.

Those interested can go to the
website given at the beginning of
thig article. The terms of purchase
are alittle unusnal. Prices quoted are
in $US. Anyone with a credit card can
use the PayPal system but the only
alternative is to mail US currency to
the address given on the site.

Specifications:
Diameter: 35 mm

Thickness: 4 mm

Weight: 3.5 grame

Metal: copper, plated with & carat gold
Denomination: 70 Salidi

Year: 10520 (2001)

Mint: The Agquile Mint, Svdney
Australio.

Further details can be obtained from
the website.

CAB thanks George Cruickshank
for making available the images of
the coing and for hig friendly and
good-natured cooperation with the
preparation of thig article.

All images @ 10521 (2002) Empire of Atlantium



